
SITUATION REPORT NO.  2
INCIDENT NO. 98-017

DATE: April 29, 1998         TIME:  11:00 a.m.

TO: Governor Edward T. Schafer
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505

1. NATURE OF DISASTER: Spring flooding – northeastern North Dakota.

2. DEATHS AND INJURIES: None reported.

3. DAMAGES: Flooding along the Pembina River and spring runoff throughout eastern North Dakota
have resulted in damaged roads, washed-out culverts and bridges and water seepage into homes.

In Ransom County, officials are determining how many county and secondary gravel roads have
been damaged by spring runoff. Water seepage has been reported to residential basements in the
McLeod area.

Since spring runoff began, one farmstead is without access in Pierce County because of road
damages. Preliminary estimates compiled by county officials indicate at least $131,000 in damages
occurred to county and township roads.  Numbers and locations of damaged road sites are as
follows: six sites in Tofte Township; seven in Wolford Township; nine in Barton Township; 18 sites in
Dewey Township; eight in East Barton Township; two in Spring Lake Township; seven in Walsh
Township; nine sites in Christenson Township; and seven sites in Meyer Township. Spring runoff
problems are aggravated by a high soil moisture content in the area.

Towner County officials report up to 17 documented road sites where flood waters had either
inundated or washed out roads.

The Walsh County emergency manager has received reports of gravel losses and washouts on
township roads. Water seepage occurred in the crawl space of a Grafton home, and waters from the
Park River flooded a Grafton swimming pool. Flood waters were one to two feet deep in the
washhouse of a Grafton campground. Seven roads and one street were closed.

In Pembina County, heavy rainfall during the April 11-12 weekend inundated roads in the city of
Hensel and prevented delivery of fuel to the town’s senior citizens. The DeFoe Bridge in Pembina
Township sustained substantial damage as a result of flooding along the Pembina River. The
O’Keefe Bridge near Walhalla  was closed after a log jam forced Pembina River flood water over
both entrances to the bridge. Pembina River waters had also inundated four county and township
roads in Neche and Pembina Townships. A gravel road in Gardar Township caved in after water
began running underneath the road.

The Pembina River at Neche fell below its 18-foot flood stage on April 28. The Pembina River at
Neche crested at 20.6 feet on March 29. At Walhalla, the Pembina River crested at 13.2 feet on
April 14-15. The river fell below its 11-foot flood stage on April 17-18.

4. RESOURCES:

LOCAL: In addition to the previous report, local water boards contributed to flood preparedness and
response efforts.

STATE: No change from the previous report.

FEDERAL: No change from the previous report.

5. VOLUNTEER ACTION: The Grand Forks City Commission sent a $2,000 check to the city of St.
Peter, MN, for its tornado victims.

6. MAJOR ACTIONS: In response to problems created by spring runoff and flooding, road repairs are
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underway by public works crews and contractors. Towner County road crews have flagged soft
spots and closed inundated roads. The County Water Board and the N.D. Department of
Transportation are cleaning culverts in Ransom County to facilitate drainage. In Walsh County,
debris has been cleaned from the City Park and Golf Course in Grafton, which had been inundated
by Park River flood waters earlier this month.

In Pembina County, volunteers and workers for the city of Neche shored up dikes on the east side
of town and closed the southern part of town with a sandbag dike. A contractor bladed and prepared
road beds in the city of Hensel. Private contractors have been assisting with road repairs in Hensel
and Neche. Public Works employees removed a log jam near the DeFoe Bridge.

Nelson and Towner Counties have issued disaster declarations, while Benson, Pembina, Pierce,
Ramsey and Ransom have issued emergency declarations. Cities that have issued emergency
declarations include: Neche and Hensel in Pembina County; the city of Michigan in Nelson County;
and the city of Grafton in Walsh County.

On April 7, Walsh County search and rescue crews recovered the body of a man who had been
missing since March 3. His body was found in a ditch south of the Park River. A week earlier, crews
located the body of his companion about three-quarters of a mile from where their vehicle was found
earlier this month on a flooded Park River bridge. Cause of death for the two individuals has not
been determined.

Updates on FEMA-1174-DR-ND (Incident 98-002)

Governor Schafer received notification that Sargent County has been designated as a primary
disaster area under a Secretarial Disaster Designation issued by the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA). All North Dakota counties are now considered disaster areas under the designation that
the state received in January. The governor had requested the designation based on major flooding,
excessive precipitation, serious drought, severe heat, insect perils, disease, hail and damaging wind
conditions that occurred throughout the state from May 1 through October 31, 1997. The
designation makes family-sized farm operators eligible for low-interest emergency loans from the
Farm Service Agency.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and North Dakota Emergency Management
have announced the approval of FEMA Public Assistance Grant for the city of Grand Forks in the
amount of $1.3 million. The grant is to help reimburse the city for replacement of water meters
damaged during the 1997 flood disaster. Flood waters damaged 8,835 water meters throughout the
city. The total project cost for replacement, including hazard mitigation for flood proofing and
engineering services, is approximately $1.4 million. The grant covers 90 percent of the project cost.

The 1997 Spring Flood Individual and Family Grant Program, administered by North Dakota
Emergency Management, has approved more than $14.2 million in grants to individuals for flood
losses.  The average IFGP grant is $1,349.  The staff has closed 23,253 cases. Of the more than
23,000 IFGP applications processed for grant awards, only 16 have been appealed by the
applicants. Of those appeals, 14 were denied and two were paid in full.

As of April 24, FEMA and State Emergency Management Public Assistance staffs had received
4,431 Damage Survey Reports (DSRs) and have obligated funds for 4,368 DSRs. Survey work has
been completed for 426 of the 440 applicants for the 1997 flood. At this time, nearly $121 million in
infrastructure repairs, emergency work and debris removal has been determined to be eligible
statewide. 

The North Dakota Hazard Mitigation Team has obligated the entire $38.6 million available through
the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) for projects designed to reduce or eliminate the risk
of future flooding statewide. To date, nearly $31 million available funds have been approved, or are
pending FEMA approval. Projects include acquisition of properties in floodplains and infrastructure
enhancements to include sluice gates, flap gates and lift stations.

As of April 28, the Small Business Administration (SBA) has fully disbursed approximately 97.3
percent of the net loans approved. The SBA has approved more than $182.1 million in low-interest
loans for businesses and individuals. To date, the SBA has received 11,662 loan applications, 6,972
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of which have been approved. Of the total amount of money loaned, 54 percent were to home
owners and renters for real estate and personal property losses, and 46 percent were to business
owners for repairs to businesses and for lost income.

To date, 24,494 eligible applicants have been approved for more than $54.2 million in Disaster
Housing assistance provided by FEMA.

7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED: None at this time, with the exception of continuing technical support.

8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE: No change from the previous report.

9. OTHER: Situation Reports published by the N.D. Division of Emergency Management are posted on
the Division’s Internet home page.  The address is:  http://www.state.nd.us/dem.

__________________________________
Douglas C. Friez, State Director


